40 little things about Dutch
that are funny, fascinating or... very boring

+ 10 unconventional tips for learning Dutch fast!
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Introduction:

Many people love to complain about learning Dutch. They love to believe that Dutch
is a very difficult language and that it seems impossible to speak it. Even Dutch
people seem to admit that their language is one of the most difficult languages on
planet earth and that you shouldn’t even try....

At the same time, the only question is: would you like to speak Dutch? If your answer
is yes, then it is easy to understand that negative thoughts will not help. It would be
easier if you could truly feel more positive about it... ©

Luckily, there is some good news... Dutch could be far less complex than you ever
imagined...

There is only one thing... you need to be willing to play and to experiment with
some new thoughts.

And then, once you are truly open to new possibilities, you’'ll quickly discover that
Dutch is quite close to English, that it is has a logical structure and that it is often
quite funny ©

Once you see this, everything will change. You'll find for yourself that speaking Dutch
gets easier and easier. Soon enough, you'll find more confidence and everything
feels somehow better

So enjoy this eBook 40 little things about Dutch that are funny, fascinating and very
boring and see what happens. One thing is certain... you'll find many surprises!

All the best

Albert Both
(Mr. Dutch Brainwash)

SPEAKING DUTCH IS FUN & EASY
WHEN YOU OPEN YOUR Miljglla. """ %" Heereeee




1 Is fiets a logical word?

One of the first words that you'll probably learn in Dutch is fiets, because every
Dutch person has at least one bike. There are more bikes than people in Holland.

At the same time, if you think about it, fiets is a strange word. It does not really have
a meaning. The English word bike comes from bicycle and that makes a lot of sense.
A bike had two cycles or two wheels, right?

The French word vélo has to do with vélocité, velocity... If you are on a bike, then
you go really fast!

But... here is a way to remember it: een fiets is iets en is beter dan niets (a bike is
something and it is better than nothing) Very often if you rhyme a little bit, then new
words are easy to remember :)
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Have you ever wondered why you write knee with a k in English? You do not
pronounce it...

In Dutch you do pronounce the k in the word . And ie has the same sound as ie
in thief or babies...

Dutch people never wonder why there is a k in knee. But... does it really make sense
in English?

Extra: here is a funny expression in Dutch. literally means:
| have it under the knee and then it means that you master something. Heb jij
Nederlands onder de knie?
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3 Have a nice week!

De week is week in English but... you have to pronounce it like 'wake'... if you
pronounce week the English way, then you will say wiek, which is the spade of a
mill :)

A month has 4 weken <waken> and a mill has 4 wieken (sounds like weekend
without the d) :)

Extra: een maand heeft vier weken (a month has 4 weeks) & een molen heeft vier
wieken
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4 Nederlands is vaag! Dutch is vague!

It is always good to realize that many Dutch words are vague. They can have
different meanings, all depending on the context.

Alsjeblieft is only one example. It means both here you are and please
Have you noticed that quite sometimes Dutch words are less precise than in English?

P.S: the opposite can also be true. In English you can refer to one single
person and to more people at the same time. In Dutch |ij is only for one person
and jullie means you, you and you! (or you guys and yous!)
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51s the table shoe?

Here is one tip for Dutch pronunciation... OE always sounds like shOE in English.
MelOEn (melon), dOE (do), zOEk (seek), they all sound the same...

Dutch is consistent, but English isn't... How would you pronounce shOE, dOEs &
gOEs?

Extra: make sure that you understand the difference between schoen (shoe) and
schoon (clean). These two words sound different! Schoon sounds like loan at the
end. So make sure that you know the difference between de tafel is schoon & de
tafel is schoen! ©
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Have you already discovered that quite often \/ stands for - in English?

Here are some examples:
ver — far

vier — four

veld — field

vorst — frost

vuist - fist

Often the v sounds like f.

Can you also see why bloemen is a logical word for flowers?

Extra: bloem sounds like bloom in English. That makes sense, don’t you think?
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7 Oops! Sometimes English is more specific than Dutch!

Always be careful if you see real English words in the Dutch language. Quite often
the meaning is more specific than in English...

De mail is mail, but... only email... If you receive letters or packages then all of a
sudden you call it post...

There is a clear difference between mail & post. Dutch can be quite subtle, don't you
think?

Extra: this could also be handy: ik mail (een e-mail) & ik post iets op Facebook
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is a verb in Dutch and it literally means work word in Dutch. To the
Dutch mind each activity is work, even rusten (to rest), slapen (to sleep) and
relaxen :)

Extra: verbs are words that indicate action and in English , like to
come, to swim and to dream. They also change if you put yesterday in front of it. |
come, yesterday | came etc...

, like komen, zwemmen and dromen....
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9 Do you have house animals?

Huisdier is the Dutch word for pet. It is quite pragmatic, because it is house animal...

And what about a mouse in your house? It is in your house, right? Well... if you catch
it, put it in a cage, feed it and give it love then it could also count as huisdier and...
make sure that you keep it away from your cat!

©2017 www.talencoach.nl & www.dutchflownow.nl




10 Een hoop hoop!

Dutch is often quite logic. Here is an example. Dit is een hoop zand. Hoop is heap
and... it can also mean loads of... or a lot of, plenty of...

Therefore you can say: ik heb een hoop boeken (books), tijd (time) or vrienden
(friends)

And yes... Ik heb een hoop hoop means that you have I lot of hope!
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11 Sometimes, you just don’t want to have this cat

Een kater is a male cat and it also means hangover...

Can you see the connection? :)
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Extra: een kater refers in the first place to alcohol, but it can refer to many other
negative experiences as well... You can een kater from bad relationships, ruined
holidays and even the Brexit ®
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12 Tijd voor subitiliteit! (Time for subtle things)

It is time for some subtle Dutch. What is the difference?

Ik heb tijd & Ik heb de tijd

Ik heb tijd means | have time. Ik heb de tijd means that you have time enough and
that you can do things slowly if you like...

Which one do you prefer to say? Ik heb tijd or: Ik heb de tijd?
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Extra: it goes without saying that many Dutch people love to say: ik heb geen tijd (I
don’t have time)
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13 Tijd voor oliebollen! (time for oliebollen)

Een oliebol is a typical Dutch sweet, that you often eat during the last day of the year
on the 31% of December. You bake it in oil (0lie) and... bol is something round. Bol
can also mean bulb. Een tulpenbol is a bulb of a tulip...

You never know what could happen if you put een oliebol in the ground. Would you
like a plant that gives oliebollen?

Extra: during the last year of the Second World War there was a war with famine in
Holland, called de hongerwinter... At that time people at tulip bulbs... And yes... it
tasted pretty disgusting! Therefore, oliebollen is always a much better choice!
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This is the letter w and in Dutch you pronounce it as ‘way'
In English this letter has a strange name: double u... It is like calling m double n...
Why double u and not double v? Sometimes English is a bit strange... :)

How do you call w in your language?

Extra: certainly if you want to communicate a website is much easier to
pronounce in Dutch than in English ©
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15 Do you also hate waiting?

How would you read this sentence in Dutch? Na 5 uur kip van de grill can mean two
things...

Probably you'll guess that it means grilled chicken after 5 o’ clock. But... if luck is not
on your side, it could also mean that you will have to wait for 5 hours ©

Extra: here is another tricky sentence: ik wacht twee vur could mean that you will
wait at 2 ‘o clock, or that you will wait for two hours. If you want to say at two o’ clock
just say om twee uur. This little word om will do the trick!
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16 How Dutch dogs ruin everything...

Many Dutch people love dogs, but often the language is not always positive about
dogs....

If Dutch people say: jij bent een hond (you are a dog) then it is not a compliment.

Hondenweer (dogs weather) is nasty weather and een hondenbaan (dogs job) is a
bad job that you hate... **

What does your language say about dogs?
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Patat is not potato in Dutch... that is aardappel, a combination of apple and earth.
French people also see it that way, they call it pomme de terre...

And yes, if you have aardappels, you can turn them in patat or friet.... lekker lekker

Extra: if you order (met = with) you will get it with mayonnaise.
is with ketchup, mayonnaise and little pieces of onion. If you don't like to eat
your fries with any souce, then you can use the word (without).
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Een fietsbel is bicycle bell in English. And... ik bel op mijn fiets means two things.
You use your fietsbel or your mobile phone.

Bell invented the phone, so in a sense it is logical, right?

Bel jij op je fiets?

Extra: (we’ll call) is something that Dutch people love to say. But... it
sounds a bit like: let’s have lunch... One day it is supposed to happen, but somehow
this day never comes...
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19 Would you store things in a warehouse?

Dit Is een warenhuis, but you don' t call it a warehouse. In English it is a department
store..

Just a question... why do you call a shop a store? A shop is not for storing but for
selling, right?
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20 Why would you call Nijntje Miffy?

Do you know Nijntje? It is a logical name, because it comes from konijn (rabbit) or
konijntje (little rabbit)... This makes more sense than Miffy, right?

Here you see het Nijntje aan Zee Pleintje (a special little square) in Egmond aan Zee.

How do you call Nijntje in your language?

%
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21 Even free things cost money in Dutch

In Holland you normally pay for everything. Do you like mayonnaise with your patat
(French fries)? Then you have to pay...

Dutch people love to say that only the sun shines for free and that you have to pay
for everything else (voor niets gaat de zon op), but now it turns out that it costs 30
euros per hour =

20 minuten

Extra: zonnen also means to enjoy the sun or lying in the sun. Ik zon op het strand
means : | am sunbathing on the beach
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22 GGGGGGGGR!

While speaking Dutch, there is one specific sound that many people dread... the g...
You will often sound like a pig with g... GezelliG...

But... ng is different... this sounds like in English... ding (thing), zing (sing) spring
(jump) That is a great relief, don’t you think?

Extra: there is one exception. If you want to say Hongarije (Hungary) or Hongaars
(Hungarian), then you have to sound like a pig again!
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23 Engel or Angel?

Engel (it sounds like angle) is angel. If Dutch people are really grateful to you, then
they might say: je bent een engel...

According to Dutch people een engel is always kind and does sweet things...
Pay attention.... Een wesp heeft een angel! This means that a wasp has a sting...

Extra: the plural of engel is . Engels is English ©
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24 Stars are everywhere, even in the sea!

Zeester is a logical combination of zee (sea) and ster (star). According to English
speaking people it is a fish, so they call it star fish. In that sense English is quite
unique...

How do you say zeester in your language? Do you use the same combination of sea
and star?

Extra: de ster is also a famous star. So, if you see a famous person in the sea, you
could also use the word zeester ©
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In Dutch you can say: . That is why they often say: | make a photo

In English you say that you take a photo. What do you think? Do you make or do take
a photo in your language?

By the way, in Dutch you can also say:

o : L | REL
A I
|
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26 Dutch could be more polite than you think!

Dutch is more subtle and polite than you think. One great example is the word eens
(once). Like magic it turns commands into a gentle suggestion =

Other examples: kom eens! & vertel (tell) eens... These are all very gentle
constructions.

Eens somehow emphasizes that something only needs to be done once. It also
sounds like a very short moment requires a minimum effort. Therefore, all of a
sudden, your order sounds more like a kind request now....
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In Dutch everything and anything can be , as long as it tastes nice or as long it
feels good... Even een (sluice)

Here are some other examples:

Het weer is lekker: the weather is great
Vakantie is lekker

Jij bent lekker = you are hot!
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Here is a little difference between English and Dutch. In English you say: | was born,
but in Dutch we use present tense, even when you were born a long long time ago.
in 1997, 1980, 1969, 1923...

Don’t you think that ik ben geboren sounds better than | was born? Somehow it feels
that you are younger if you say ik ben.... Your birth sounds much more recent, right?
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These two words look more or less the same, but there is a difference... een wijnglas
& een glas wijn

Which one would you prefer?

5 H‘.!.;J-I-I B "" q ]
Lift i

Answer: een wijnglas is wine glass. It might be full, it might be empty.

Een glas wijn is a glass of wine. Therefore, if you like wine, it is better to have een
glas wijn
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is something that you often hear and it means hi!

Sometimes, Dutch people say it with a long sounds and then it sounds more like
, Which is hay in English, dry and yellow grass...

So and are quite similar. Just like hey! and hay in English ©

Extra: if you like to insult someone, you can also call him or her (a sack
of hay). It means that you are a stupid person...
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31 Oops! Which one is the goat cheese?

Here you see geitenkaas & gatenkaas. If you like at the words, they both look like
goat cheese. If you like goat cheese, then which one should you take?

Would you go for geitenkaas or gatenkaas?

Answer: de geit is goat so logically, geitenkaas is goat cheese.

Gaten are holes, so gatenkaas is cheese with holes in it.

And why not? Sometimes goat cheese can have holes as well and then you can
have geitenkaas and gatenkaas at the same time!
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is the Dutch word for snow man. It is a logical combination of
(snow) & (doll or puppet)
As you can see, Dutch people do not automatically assume that it is a man...

So what do you think if you look at this sneeuwpop? Is de sneeuwpop, een man, een
vrouw of iets anders (something else)?
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33 Wat is lekker en wat is leuk?

There are two words that you'll hear all the time and they are both positive: lekker &
leuk. In many cases you can both translate lekker & leuk with nice, but... there is a
difference of course...

Lekker is anything that tastes good or anything that gives you a nice feeling.

Leuk is nice in Dutch and it means more or less amusing or entertaining. That is why
Dutch people will not say: de salade is leuk when there is a nice salad.

Extra: in many cases you can both use leuk and lekker. Voetballen is leuk means
that you like it and if you say voetballen is lekker it means that you feel great when
you play football...
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34 Is dit je ideale baan?

Is dit je ideale baan?

Een baan is job in Dutch and it also means a track or a path... It should lead to
something...

And why not? It could even mean a slide (glijbaan)

Wat is jouw ideale baan?

Extra: here are some extra words:
Achtbaan is an eight track, or a roller coaster
And ijsbaan is ice track, rink. It is a place where you can skate...
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35 De fietsenmaker

Dutch is quite close to English and one important difference is that quite often Dutch
tends to be less specific than English.

Vaken for example means both to make and to repair. Repareren is a specific word
for to repair.

Een fietsenmaker can make new bikes and often it means that de fietsenmaker only
fixes a bike...
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36 Are we on the same page?

If you like to boost your Dutch fluency, then simply use many latin words first (words
that look like French, Spanish, Italian or Portuguese words).

For example, say instead of . Pagina looks like page, right? So for
getting started, the word pagina is easier (although it has a harsh g sound)

Later you'll also discover that bladzijde is a logical word. It is Germanic and it literally
is a combination of blad (leaf) and zijde (side).

Een blad can be a leaf of a plant or tree and it also means paper and even
magazine.

Can you see that a leaf of a tree has something in common with paper?

Just be open to the idea that Dutch has a logical system. Just play and have fun =~
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37 Vergeet-mij-nietje

This name of this little flower is vergeet-mij-nietje, forget me not... How do you call
this flower in your language?
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38 How would you describe this street?

Dutch words may look familiar but... always pay attention... How would you translate:
?

Although you see a small street here, the real meaning is narrow.

If you say: mijn schoen is te smal, it means that it is too narrow or too tight...

If you see words in Dutch that look familiar, make sure that you are flexible with your
interpretations!
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Everyone knows gezellig and... if you combine it with beer (bear) it gets even better...

()
et

If you say: het was beregezellig, then Dutch people will certainly be impressed!

Extra: make sure that you know the difference between these two sentences:
(I sit with a beer)
(I sit with a bear)
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40 How to say Carpe Diem in Dutch

| am here in a tulpenpluktuin in Hillegom where you can pick all the tulips that you
want... There are so many great tulips, so it is hard to choose *~

Here are some other handy expressions:
Ik pluk tulpen =1 pick flowers
Pluk de dag! = Carpe Diem

Extra: if you say in English let’s pick a day, then it does not have that positive sense
of carpe diem. If you like to say in Dutch we pick a day — for making an appointment
— then one way of saying it is: we prikken een dag (here it means to pin)
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Extra:

10 unconventional tips for learning Dutch, fast!

SPEAKING DUTCH IS FUN & EASY
WHEN YOU OPEN YOUR M - Albert Both | Talencoach




Tip 1. Fluency just means flow!

When many people think of speaking a new language fluently, then they
automatically confuse it with perfection or knowing everything. No wonder that it
seems unattainable...

But... luckily, fluency is not that hard to achieve. All you need is a flow and then all
the things that you say in Dutch will sound fluent.

Once you experience fluency, it does not mean that you know everything, or that you
don’t make mistakes. But... you'll notice a certain flow... You can talk about anything
that you want and somehow it goes smoothly and then, with every conversation that
you have, you will still learn new things.

So here is the most obvious thing that you’ll need to do... open your mouth and let
words get out of your mouth, again and again... Have fun with it and keep talking and
then, bit by bit, before you know it, your Dutch will get better and better!

] HE
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Tip 2: School is not the only place where you learn a new language

Many people believe that you learn a new language at school, but this is only partially
true.

Yes, at school you can learn amazing things about a new language. You can get
great insights and practice a bit. And then... real learning always happens in the real
world.

You can learn more Dutch virtually anywhere in Holland. In the supermarket, on the
beach, at parties, in saunas...

Make sure that you learn the skills that you need and then, use it in every day life,
because that is where real learning always happens!
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Tip 3: Don’t even try to speak Dutch!

Be careful with the word try. Too often it means that it will not work out or that you will
fail.

It may feel logical for you to say that you ‘try to speak Dutch”. Then, if you try to
speak Dutch, then guess what will happen? Probably it will feel like failure again. Just
say: | speak Dutch and then you’ll notice how your Dutch gets better each and every
time that you really do it...

Here is something else that could convince you. If you have a partner, then do not
say to your partner: | love you... Just say: | try to love you and see what happens....

-
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Extra: there is one exception... You can use to try if you mean that you want to
experiment with something new.. . It it feels like tasting or experiencing... You do
see the difference, right?
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4 Choose your teacher and your course wisely!

When a language course is boring or tedious, if often feels boring! Many people think that this is
normal and that it is something that you have to endure, but... it does not make sense if you think
about it.

If your teacher is not nice, or if you feel bored, then you will always learn slowly, if you learn at all...

A great teacher can make all the difference. If someone can make you laugh and feel positive, you’ll

notice an important difference!

©2017 www.talencoach.nl & www.dutchflownow.nl




5 Intelligence is not about memorizing!

Many people believe that being intelligent simply means that you know many different
facts. If you walk around like a walking encyclopedia, then intellectually you have
made it! At least, this is what many people think...

Although knowing many facts can come in handy, certainly in you participate in a quiz
where you can win many prizes, just knowing things is not enough for intelligence...
The real question is this... how can you deal with new situations? If you can handle
new situations with elegance and ease thanks to the insights and skills that you
acquired, only then you could call yourself intelligent...

Can you see the difference? Therefore learning should not be about memorizing, but
rather about knowing how to make progress under any circumstance.

Speaking a new language has not so much to do with just memorizing words, but
rather with your ability to solve little puzzles. If you are good at it and certainly if you
enjoy it, you will be unstoppable and thrive like crazy!
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Tip 6: Get out of your harbor and start to explore!

In Dutch we say: een schip is niet gemaakt voor de haven, a ship is not made for the
harbor.

Sure, it is nice for a ship to be in a harbor once in a while. It is a great place where
you can feel protected and save and it is a great place to make sure that you get
some other stuff that you need for all your journeys and adventures.

Therefore, make sure that you go out and explore! Be flexible. Every captain of a salil
ship knows that the wind can come from all different kind of directions, but at the end,
it will not matter. All you have to do is to set for a destination and move your sails in
different positions, if necessary.

When many people think of learning, they think of heavy and thinks books, and they
mix it up with study. If you like to learn fast, then think of a sailing ship instead. At
least you'll have far more real adventure ©
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Tip 7 It really doesn’t matter if you feel scared sometimes

Sure... speaking a new language with people that you meet for the first time can
make you feel nervous sometimes. Maybe you even feel afraid now and then.

But... what if it is just part of the fun? Doing scary things can be extremely rewarding
and soon enough you will feel the fun of it...

Feeling nervous sometimes could also mean that you feel excited. There is
something new, something unfamiliar and you never know what is going to happen.

But.. if you feel uncomfortable, just admit it. Don’t try to push fear away, just let it stay
for a while and do some new things anyway. Here is a funny thing... if you don't try to
push fear away, then often it can be quite friendly...
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8 Understand that speaking a new language is a creative process

Speaking a new language is above all a creative and even an artistic process if you
like. In many ways it is the same as painting a picture...

Whenever you paint a picture, of whenever you draw, you make an interpretation of
reality. Whatever you paint, draw or create, it will always be an interpretation of you
and anything that you create is absolutely unique...

But here is the thing... even the most skilled artists have to acknowledge that they
have to deal with that critical voice inside of you. It is a familiar, but annoying voice
that criticizes anything that you do...

If you understand that speaking a new language is like creating your piece of life art
and that dealing with that critical internal voice deep inside of you, then somehow , it
already makes an enormous difference!
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Tip 9: make sure that you can see your progress!

Most people say that they like to feel more confident when they speak a new
language. But... contrary to what you may think, confidence is not something that can
be found outside of yourself...

All you need to do is allow confidence and then it will come. One great way that can
certainly help is that you start to see all the progress that you make and then
appreciate it.

If you truly feel grateful for all the new insights that you got and all the new things that
you discovered, then feeling confident will be easy.

Here is another thing that will help. Just like in real nature, everything that grows
starts relatively small... Therefore it is vitally important that you start to see and
appreciate many small things.

Your critical mind might tell you that everything that you achieved so far is not big
enough and only insignificant. But... the contrary is true. Once you appreciate all
progress, no matter how big or small it is, you'll feel better.
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Tip 10: Succes depends on your ability to finish something

There is something funny about the word success. It seems so fantastic and
amazing, but... if you look at the word, you can clearly see that success is something
that naturally follows. If you do the right things, it will come. Period. No reason to
doubt it, not even for a second.

But... here is the problem... you have to do the right things and... also long enough.
Failure can easily be explained. In more than 80% it happened because you quit.

If you like to have Dutch language, then it is easy. Do the right things, if needed a
couple of days in a row. And then... something will click, the penny drops... You get
new insights. And with these new insights you get a new hang of things. All of a
sudden, speaking Dutch is easy. You know how to do it, and you do it!

Therefore, whenever you want to learn something new, just start, enjoy your progress
and continue. Don’t stop! No matter what happens...
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Extra: Free workshop

Finding Dutch Flow — How To Open The Floodgate to Dutch Fluency

Experience for yourself that speaking Dutch could be easier than you ever imagined!

In this workshop you'll discover:

How easy it is to waste a lot of time if you do it the hard way

Why Dutch people love to say that Dutch is so difficult and why you should not
believe them

How to learn at least 7 times faster
How to say much more in Dutch with a simple mind shift

How to have loads of fun, while achieving amazing results

The workshop takes place in the historical center of Amsterdam, close to Central
Station on a Sunday morning

Check for more info or register at http://www.talencoach.nl/openday




Extra: Dutch Brainwash

Bring your Dutch to a whole different level within one week!

Within 7 days, great things can happen if you really like to speak Dutch. Discover
how you can talk about anything that you like, in Dutch!

Discover a logical, consistent and funny system in Dutch
How you can double, triple your vocabulary in minutes

Use a plug and play system for creating hundreds and even thousands of
sentences

Experience for yourself how you can learn much faster and speak much more,
while feeling relaxed

Loads and loads of secrets that will make all the difference

How to feel at ease and confident about speaking Dutch, all the time

Check out more information at http://www.talencoach.nl/programs/brainwash
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Let’'s connect on Facebook!

http://www.facebook.com/talencoach

Do you have any questions, tips or suggestions?
Please mail me! albert@talencoach.nl

SPEAKING DUTCH IS FUN & EASY
WHEN YOU OPEN YOUR Mi

- Albert Both | Talencoach




